
NIGERIA
Popular uprising against police brutality and oppression

Nigeria ranks first as Africa’s econo-
my  with  the  largest  population  in  the
continent. Currently, an important popu-
lar uprising is under way. It started at the
beginning of October launched on the so-
cial networks to denounce police brutali-
ty  and  has  now  grown  to  a  full-scale
movement against the ruling power.

If the origin of the movement was the
brutality of the SARS (Special Anti-Rob-
bery Squad) a police body known for its
brutality,  the  root  causes  reach  much
deeper.  Actually,  the decision of the ru-
ling power to disband the SARS has not
put an end to the protests.

Though the country is an oil producer
(almost entirely in the hands of four huge
multinational  corporations:  Shell,  Total,
ExxonMobil  and  Chevron),  it  does  has
not benefitted from the economic reper-
cussions, and Nigeria’s economy closely
depends  on  oil  revenues.  Besides,  the
payment of the debt takes over 60% of
the country’s revenues. The value of the
Naira, the local currency is plummeting.
Meanwhile  the  federal  government  has
pushed the VAT up from 5% to 7.5%.

Such facts weigh heavily on the daily
lives of Nigerian people who are under-
going  unemployment  and  poverty.  This
already sombre picture  is  still  darkened
by other factors among which the closing
down of  the  borders  with  neighbouring
countries,  which  prevents  the  Nigerians
as well as the inhabitants of neighbouring
countries from pursuing economic activi-
ties which, up to now, have enabled them
to make a living, to which has been ad-
ded the economic slow-down due to the
pandemic.  People  find  it  increasingly
difficult  to  put  up  with  corruption  and
unpunished  police  brutality,  and  the
impunity enjoyed by the rulers.

What happened on 24 October in Jos
in the centre of the country is significant:
the  people  living  there  discovered  vast

supplies  of  food  stocked  there  which
were  to  be  allocated  to  the  population
during  the  lock-down  and  were  never
distributed by the government. A woman
living in the city and quoted by  Africa-
news says: “During the lock-down, they
were simply hoarding all this food. This
makes you think about the sort of govern-
ment we have. We have suffered and a lot
of people have starved to death!” 

The more so as the same government
brutally slammed down on the protests on
20 October: 10 people were shot dead at
the Lekki toll,  south of Lagos when the
army started shooting thousands of mar-
chers around 7 p.m., in Alausa, a district
in the centre of Lagos, two people at least
were  killed  and another  one  was  badly
wounded, shot by the police forces.

After the tool of the massacre at Lekki,
the leadership of the powerful trade union
federation,  Nigeria  Labour  Congress
– which up to then had remained silent –
finally decided to take a position on 21
October,  “condemning the  cold-blooded
murder of youth and the use of authorita-
rian methods against unarmed marchers”.

For its part, the CLTB (Liaison Com-
mittee of the Trotskyists of Benin), on of
Nigeria’s neighbouring countries, “salutes
the  fight  of  the  Nigerian  people  who
today  are  faced  with  fierce  repression;
extends  its  fraternal  support  to  the
combat underway in Nigeria,  waged by
the  youth,  the  working  class  and  the
exploited masses; affirms that the power
of  the  Nigerian  working  class  and  its
organisations  should  increasingly  take
the lead of the fight to put an end to this
regime which is in the service of capita-
lism and of the enslavement of the nation.
For democracy and national sovereignty,
the  national  as  well  and  international
institutions  that  are  responsible  for  the
misery  of  the  Nigerian  people  and
workers must be overthrown!” 
From our correspondents in Benin.

https://coi-iwc.org/


BELARUS
"The outcome of the struggle against the dictatorship depends on the working class".

Interview with a member of the strike committee of the Remontajstroy plant in the city of Soligorsk

Our correspondents sent us this
interview  published  on  October  18
in  the  Polymïa (“The  Flame”)
newsletter, which states: “The eyes
of  the  demonstrators  are  focused
on the companies. Few dispute that
the outcome of the struggle against
the  dictatorship  depends  on  the
working  class.  All  hopes  are
focused  on  Soligorsk,  the  ‘miners
capital’  (of  the  potassium  mines
operated  by  the  Belaruskali
company - editor's note).” 

How was your strike commit-
tee formed? 

Our steel structure maintenance
factory  works  as  a  subcontractor
for Belaruskali. The strike commit-
tee was born from the coordination
of the independent trade union and
initiatives of workers who had read
on the Internet how to constitute a
strike  committee.  The  committee
was  formed  long  after  the  begin-
ning  of  the  strike,  because  the
strike had been spontaneous.

Does  your  strike  committee
represent  the  majority  of
workers? 

Yes: the majority of those who,
after  the  presidential  election  of
August  9  and  the  protests  that
followed, expressed their  rejection
of  police  repression  (against  the
demonstrators  who challenged the
re-election of President Lukashenko
with more than 80% of the votes –
editor's  note).  Some  co-workers
acknowledged  having  voted  for
Lukashenko, but were outraged by
the police terror. As time went by
and in the face of state propaganda
repeated  in  continuous  loops  on
television,  it  became necessary to
refute the lies spread by the official
media claiming that the strike com-

mittee was in favour of nationalist
demands, etc. 

What  are  the  workers'  de-
mands? Do they trust the oppo-
sition  leaders  propelled  by  the
media  (Tikhanovskaya,  Kolesni-
kova, Latushko, etc.)?

The demands of the strike com-
mittee are the democratic demands
put  forward  by  the  entire  liberal
opposition.  When  the  workers'
demands were proposed, some said
that  this  was  not  on  the  agenda.
The workers have various opinions
on the leaders of the liberal opposi-
tion,  but  in  general  they  are  not
very warm.  

What is  the  role  of  the  inde-
pendent unions and the position
of  the  "official"  union  (i.e.  the
union integrated into the regime
– editor's note)?

In  our  factory,  the  independent
union,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the
management,  favorable  to  the
opposition,  on  the  other,  was  the
backbone of the organization of the
strike. At first, the "official" union
did not oppose it,  because the co-
workers were all indignant. On the
first  day,  the representative of the
factory's  official  union  voted  for
the  strike  and  even  supported  us,
registering  as  a  striker,  while  we
put forward political demands and
many  were  cursing  his  union.
Later, we never saw him again: the
orders  to  fight  the  strike,  coming
from above, had come from there.

What  about  the  other  strike
committees? 

They were set  up in  August  in
most  of  the  companies  on  strike.
The union hall was taken over by
the  workers  who  wanted  help  in
organizing the strike and setting up
their  strike committees. The Bela-

ruskali  miners'  committee,  of
course,  became  one  of  the  most
important and organized; it still is.
The power concentrated  its  blows
against  it:  thus,  one  of  its  most
active  leaders,  Anatoly  Bokoun,
was  imprisoned  first  for  twenty-
five days, then for fifteen days. Not
one  strike  committee  leader  esca-
ped being imprisoned! Despite the
repression,  the  workers  continued
to support the strike through thick
and  thin.  A  third  of  the  miners
refused to go to the surface, chai-
ning  themselves  to  the  bottom of
the  mine.  In  addition  to  political
demands, the miners have recently
made  economic  demands:  better
working  conditions  and  wage  in-
creases.

What are the prospects?
The  prospects  for  the  workers'

struggle have improved considera-
bly. A few months ago, "strike" or
"strike  committee"  referred  to  a
distant  past.  Today,  all  workers
know  what  a  strike  is  and  have
participated in it. But let's not fool
ourselves:  the  next  strikes,  on
purely social demands, will not be
so  easy.  Because  this  political
strike  was launched by both wor-
kers  and  management.  Without
unions,  the  working  class  is  not
organized,  and when the demands
represent only our own interests as
a  working  class,  we will  find  the
opposition of engineers and mana-
gers in our way. The capacity of the
workers to move is decisive: in the
country, on August 7, no one could
imagine that ten days later we would
all be on strike. Our task, as com-
munists, is to prepare ourselves at
all times for such abrupt turns, using
unions,  organizations  and  parties
ready to serve the workers. 



BOLIVIA
“A genuine victory of the people”

The following is an interview with a Bolivian labour activist from El Alto about the meaning
of the October 18 presidential election.

What is your assessment of the
outcome of the October 18 presi-
dential election that saw the de-
feat  of  the  candidates  who  had
supported  the  November  2019
military coup “Made in the USA”
and  overthrown  President  Evo
Morales?

The election  marked a  genuine
victory  of  the  Bolivian  people.  It
was an overwhelming vote against
the right-wing, racist military regime
of  Jeanine  Añez,  despised  by  the
people.  It  was  not  a  vote  for  the
MAS (1) and its leaders.

The  victory  of  Luis  Arce  (the
MAS candidate) was a big surprise
for the political establishment who
figured that the vote would be split
evenly among the three candidates:
Arce of the MAS, right-wing for-
mer  President  Carlos  Mesa,  and
extreme-right-wing  Santa  Cruz
separatist  leader  Luis  Fernando
Camacho (2).  They expected Mesa
to win with the backing of Cama-
cho in the second round.

But  that’s  not  what  happened.
Arce  obtained  53%  in  the  first
round,  trouncing  his  two  oppo-
nents. Mesa was forced to concede
the election, which thereby angered
the  extreme  right-wing  fringe  of
the bourgeoisie, now  claiming that
Arce’s election was fraudulent and
thatanother election should be held.

What  accounts  for  this  out-
come?

To understand this outcome you
have  to  grasp  the  depth  of  the
opposition to the regime that arose
from the coup of November 2019.
Just one week after the coup, Boli-
vian soldiers massacred 36 indige-
nous  peasants  marching  from

Cochabamba to La Paz to demand
their rights. Añez, the self-proclai-
med President, dropped all charges
against  the  soldiers;  they  were
found  “exempt  from  all  criminal
responsibility”.  Añez  banned  the
display of the Wiphala,  the multi-
colour  flag  that  represents  indige-
nous people in Bolivia and across
the  Andes.  Her  racist  hatred,  and
that of the elite that she represents,
for the Bolivian people was evident
at every turn. 

Add to this the widespread cor-
ruption of the coup regime. There
are many instances, let me mention
the scandalous purchase of ventila-
tors  from  China.  Not  only  were
these purchased at three times their
ticket  price – with  Añez  and  her
military allies pocketing millions of
dollars in the process – the ventila-
tors  never  worked,  which  shows
the  putschist  regime’s  disdain  for
the  popular  sectors,  in  this  period
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

What  about  the  response  of
the  workers  and  peasants  and
their organizations to the coup?

The  social  movements – led  by
the Juntas  Vecinales,  (or  neigh-
bourhood  councils) – launched  the
resistance  immediately  after  the
coup.  The  people  self-organized.
The historic trade union federation,
the  Bolivian Workers’  Centre
(COB)  had  at  first  endorsed  the
ouster  of  Evo  Morales,  but  later
had  to  take  the  lead  in  opposing
Añez  and  her  racist  gang.  Last
August the COB headquarters were
blown up by fascist goons linked to
the  Añez  regime.  Together,  all
these  organizations  mobilized  to
demand  a  new  presidential  elec-

tion,  which  Añez  was  forced  by
this  movement  from  below  to
convene on October 18.

On  October  28,  Orlando
Gutierrez,  the executive  secreta-
ry  of  the  Bolivian  Mineworkers
Federation (FSTMB), was assas-
sinated in La Paz. Who was  res-
ponsible for this assassination?

The fascist militias based in the
right-wing  separatist  region  of
Santa Cruz. Gutierrez was ambushed.
He  was  a  supporter  of  the  MAS.
The  situation  is  ominous:  trade-
union and political  activists oppo-
sed to the coup regime have been
threatened by  these militias,  enra-
ged  by the  outcome of  the  presi-
dential election. Those of us in El
Alto,  which has been a  hotbed of
resistance, must be especially care-
ful.

The  new  president,  Arce,  is
calling for “reconciliation with all
the  social  forces  in  Bolivia”,  in-
cluding the plotters of the milita-
ry coup…

Again, October 18 was a victory
of the people, not of the MAS and
its  leaders.  The  unions  and social
movements  cannot  let  down  their
guard;  they  must  safeguard  the
independence of their organizations
for the struggles ahead. 
Interview conducted by Alan Benjamin
on October 31, 2020.

(1)  Movement for  Socialism,  the party
led by Evo Morales, who governed the
country from 2006 to 2019.

(2)  The  white  bourgeoisie  of  the  rich
province  of  Santa  Cruz  has  always
shown  separatist  tendencies  and  dis-
played  a  racist  and  contemptuous  atti-
tude  towards  the  (indigenous) majority
of the Bolivian people. 




